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THE  ROUND  ROBIN. 


On  February  12,  1902,  there  appeared  in  the  press 
a  letter  making  an  attack  upon  the  Republican  State 
organization  over  the  shoulders  of  Hon.  Fred  H, 
Rowe,  chairman  of  the  Republican  State  committee. 
Senator  Cullom’s  signature  appears  first  to  this  re¬ 
markable  letter,  and  it  is  understood,  and  so  affirmed 
by  the  press,  that  the  suggestion  for  this  attack  came 
from  him.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  Lawrence  Y. 
Sherman,  Speaker  of  the  House,  who  has  studiously 
assailed  the  State  administration,  and  signed  by  lead¬ 
ing  supporters  of  Senator  Mason  and  Charles  G. 
Daws.  The  letter  is  as  follows: 

“It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  certain  of  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  present  Republican  State 
central  committee  are  using  the  powers  of  that  or¬ 
ganization  to  further  the  interests  of  certain  candi¬ 
dates  for  nominations  at  the  hands  of  the  Republican 
party. 

“Under  letter  of  Jan.  10,  1902,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  signing  officially,  solicits  co-operation  in 
a  candidacy  for  a  nomination.  This  is  improper  for 
the  following  reasons: 

“1.  The  Republican  State  central  committee  de¬ 
rives  its  power  from  the  Republican  party,  and  these 
powers  should  be  used  for  the  party  and  not  for 
private  individuals. 

“2.  The  Republican  State  central  committee  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  assisting  in  the  election  of 
Republican  candidates  at  the  polls,  and  not  in  their 
nomination  in  a  caucus  or  convention  of  the  party. 

“In  order  that  this  issue  be  clearly  passed  upon  by 
the  party  in  its  next  State  convention,  and  believing 
that  you  are  opposed  to  such  interference  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  contests  for  nominations,  and  in  view  of 
your  public  utteranees  on  these  questions,  we  request 
that  you  co-operate  with  all  who  are  in  accord  on  this 
issue,  and  join  with  all  Republicans  who  are  opposed 
to  such  methods,  and  that  the  right  to  a  vote  be  in 
sisted  on  in  any  organization  of  the  convention  upon 
a  resolution  embodying  in  some  form  the  following 
propositions : 


Mr.  Ro.we’s  offenses  do  not  excuse  the 
formation  of  a  combination,  with  Speaker 
Sherman  at  its  head,  to  make  war  upon  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  to  split  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  into  hostile  factions — Ottawa 
Republican-  Times . 
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“1.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  convention  that  in 
all  contests  for  nominations  at  the  hands  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  the  State  committee  should  be  im¬ 
partial. 

“2.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  convention  that  the 
committee  should  in  every  way  discourage  and  seek 
to  prevent  the  collection  of  political  assessments  up¬ 
on  Republican  office-holder  either  by  individuals  or 
committees. 

“S.  M.  Cullgm, 

“Graeme  Stewart, 

“C.  H.  Deere, 

“Walter  Reeves, 

“John  H.  Hamltne, 
“Charles  Fitz  Simons. ” 


SHERMAN’S  REPLY. 

To  this  letter  Sherman  replied,  accepting  the  part 
assigned  him  in  carrying  out  the  conspiracy,  it  being 
generally  conceded  that  he  was  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  that  had  been  done  and  with  what  was  ex¬ 
pected  of  him.  The  letter  follows: 

“Your  communication  is  read.  The  conditions 
therein  named  make  it  imperative  that  Republicans 
recur  to  the  elementary  principles  which  govern  the 
formation  and  action  of  their  party  in  Illinois.  Our 
party  is  composed  of  all  who  believe  it  represents  the 
surest  ways  to  secure  the  best  results  of  good  govern¬ 
ment.  The  whole  of  the  party  is  greater  than  any  of 
its  parts.  The  party  committees,  the  subcommittees, 
the  chairmen,  and  all  the  machinery  of  organization 
are  a  part  only  of  the  party.  They  are  the  instru¬ 
ments  devised  to  carry  elections,  to  give  expression  to 
the  will  of  a  majority  in  nominating  candidates,  or  in 
announcing  party  principles.  No  Republican  will 
claim  that  these  instruments  ought  to  be  used  to  con¬ 
trol  that  majority.  Their  use  is  for  all  the  party,  not 
for  individuals  or  factions  of  the  party. 

“The  Republican  party  is  the  source  of  all  the 
power  possessed  by  its  state  central  committee  or  its 
chairman.  Both  the  committee  and  its  chairman  are 
created  to  unify  the  energies  of  the  party,  not  to  dis¬ 
perse  or  pervert  them.  Their  duty  to  candidates  is 
limited  to  their  election,  not  to  dictating  their  nomi¬ 
nation  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  party.  Successful 
party  action  can  result  only  from  concord  in  ail  its 
parts.  This  can  not  be  when  the  chairman  of  its  com¬ 
mittee,  by  the  methods  named  in  your  letter,  abuses 
the  party  trust  committed  to  his  care. 


It  is  not  at  all  to  the  credit  of  Illinois  Re¬ 
publicans  who  have  been  honored  frequently 
and  highly  by  their  party  that  they  should  or¬ 
ganize  openly  a  conspiracy  against  the  state 
administration  of  their  own  party.  But  it  is 
even  more  to  their  discredit  that  they  should 
put  forth  a  platform  for  their  contest  which 
it  based  upon  false  pretenses  and  misrepre¬ 
sentations. — Springfield  Journal . 
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“The  collection  of  political  assessments  ought  to  be 
rebuked  and  checked  by  appropriate  action.  The  prac¬ 
tice  has  become  intolerable.  It  is  demoralizing  to  the 

•  public  service.  It  is  a  tax  on  many  not  able  to  bear 
it.  To  refuse  to  submit  to  it  endangers  their  posses¬ 
sion  of  office. 

“It  is  impossible  for  a  performance  of  duty  to  be 

♦  the  test  of  public  office -holding  when  subjection 
to  such  a  system  is  permitted.  No  defense  can  be 
offered  for  its  continuance.  It  has  increased  from 
year  to  year  until  the  operation  of  the  system  now 
in  vogue  promotes  disorder  and  stirs  up  factions.  It 
is  a  parasitical  growth  that  threatens  the  sound 
health  of  the  party.  The  undersigned  will  himself 
support,  and  by  all  proper  means  assist  in  bringing 
to  a  roll  call  and  vote  in  the  next  Republican  state 
convention,  a  resolution  embracing  both  propositions 
named  in  your  letter.  It  is  appropriate  here  to  ask 
all  who  believe  in  them  to  join  in  securing  affirm¬ 
ative  action  in  the  convention. 

L.  Y.  Sherman.’7 


ROWE’S  REPLY. 


Forgery  the  Basis  of  Round  Robin. 

Fred  H.  Rowe  gave  to  the  press  February  14,  the 
following  reply  to  the  Round  Robin.  As  will  be  seen 
it  meets  in  detail  all  the  charges  made.  This 
letter  needs  little  preliminary  analysis.  It  speaks 
very  loudly  for  itself.  It  reads: 

“I  desire  to  explicitly  deny  the  charge  that  the  Re¬ 
publican  State  central  committee  is  using  the  powers 
of  that  organization  to  further  the  interests  of  any 
candidate  for  nomination  at  the  hands  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 

“In  support  of  this  denial  I  cite  the  fact  that  this 
committee  has  not  been  in  session  for  more  than  one 
year.  I  further  cite  the  fact  that  no  official  commun- 
icition  from  any  officer  of  that  committee,  to  my 
knowledge  has  been  written  to  any  member  of  the 
£  committee  or  to  any  other  party  in  regard  to  the  nom¬ 
ination  of  any  candidate  for  any  office. 

“In  regard  to  the  individual  right  of  any  member 
of  the  committee  to  support  whom  he  may  please  for 
nomination  for  any  office,  I  maintain  that  that  is  a 
sacred  right  belonging  to  him  as  a  citizen  of  the 
State,  and  is  confirmed  by  a  long  line  of  precedents. 

“I  cite  the  fact  that  ‘Long’  Jones,  as  chairman  of 
the  State  committee,  was  alway  a  manager  and  warm 
adherent  personally  of  the  candidacy  of  General  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  United  States  Senate. 


Everything:  in  republican  politics  in  Illi¬ 
nois  was  running  as  smoothly  as  usual  until 
the  “Round  Robin”  of  the  Cullom-Dawes- 
Sherman  combine  stirred  up  a  hornet’s  nest 
and  aroused  factional  discord  in  the  party.— 
Carmi  Republican. 
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“I  cite  the  further  precedent  that  during  the  session 
of  the  legislature  in  1895  Gov.  John  R.  Tanner,  while 
chairman  of  the  State  committee,  but  in  his  individual 
capacity,  took  charge  and  management  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  Honorable  Shelby  M.  Cullom  for  United 
States  Senator. 

“I  further  cite  the  fact  that  J.  Mack  Scholl,  Ralph 
Bradford  and  George  T.  Turner  and  other  members 
of  the  present  State  committee  have  publicly  and 
openly  exercised  this  individual  right  of  choice  as  to 
the  United  States  senatorship,  and  that  in  an  inter¬ 
view  published  in  today’s  papers  the  said  Sholl  openly 
declared  that  he  had  joined  the  combine. 

“In  regard  to  the  second  charge  in  said  communi¬ 
cation,  that  I  officially  signed  a  letter  under  date  of 
Jan.  10,  1902,  soliciting  co  operation  in  behalf  of  a 
candidate  for  nomination,  I  will  say  that  the  charge 
is  absolutely  false,  and  in  support  thereof  cite  the 
following  facts: 

“I  was  requested  to  give  the  names  of  suitable  per¬ 
sons  to  act  for  Mr.  Hopkins  in  six  of  the  counties  in 
my  own  congressional  district,  and  I  addressed  a  per 
sonal  letter  to  six  of  my  friends  asking  them  to  give 
me  such  names,  and  I  here  quote  that  part  of  my 
letter: 

“  ‘I  have  been  called  upon  to  name  a  suitable  man 
from  your  county  to  serve  on  the  campaign  committee 
of  Congressman  Hopkins,  and  I  therefore  ask  you  to 
forward  to  me  the  name  of  some  Republican  who  will 
have  influence  and  be  active  in  the  matter.’ 

“This  letter  to  my  knowledge,  was  not  written  to 
any  member  of  the  State,  county  or  township  com¬ 
mittees,  but  was  simply  written  to  my  personal  friends, 
by  me,  as  an  individual,  and  not  in  my  official  ca¬ 
pacity  as  chairman  of  the  committee.  If  any  of  the 
signers  of  the  communication  first  quoted,  or  any  one 
else,  had  or  have  in  their  possession  one  of  these  let¬ 
ters,  with  the  word  ‘chairman’  under  my  signature, 
it  is  an  absolute  forgery. 

“In  support  of  this  charge  of  forgery  I  am  willing 
to  make  my  own  personal  affidavit  that  at  the  time  I 
signed  said  letters  the  word  ‘chairman’  was  not  at¬ 
tached.  I  further  state  that  the  carbon  copy  of  said 
letter  made  by  my  private  secretary  shows  that  the 
word  ‘chairman’  was  not  attached  to  said  letter.  I 
have  in  my  possession  the  affidavit  of  my  private 
secretary  to  the  effect  that  said  letter  did  not  have 
the  word  ‘chairman’  thereon. 

“I  have  never  written  a  single  communication  to 
any  one  at  any  time  as  chairman  of  the  State  com- 


When  a  combine  has  been  organized  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  assailing  the  republi¬ 
can  administration  of  a  state,  and  supplant¬ 
ing  the  regular  party  organization,  republi¬ 
cans  will  do  well  to  look  deeper  than  the  sur¬ 
face.  and  ascertain  whether  or  not  some 
greater  project  is  in  contemplation  than  the 
mere  defeat  of  a  certain  reputable  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  republican  for  senator.— Quincy 

Whig. 
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mittee  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Hopkins, 
or  any  one  else  for  office.  I  have  not  in  any  way 
used  my  office  as  chairman  of  said  committee  for  the 

*  furtherance  of  the  candidacy  of  any  man,  nor  has  the 
State  committee  been  used  for  any  such  purpose. 

“In  regard  to  the  resolutions  that  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man  is  asked  to  champion  in  the  next  state  con- 

*  vention,  I  will  say  that  the  first  resolution  (demand¬ 
ing  that  the  state  committee  be  impartial)  is  an  axiom 
and  raises  no  issue.  It  is  just  as  true  and  pertinent 
as  a  resolution  in  the  state  convention  that  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives  should  be  honest  and 
impartial  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  high 
office,  and  that  he  should  not  favor  corporations  or 
individuals  to  the  detriment  of  the  people.  I  have  no 
objections  to  the  state  convention  passing  a  resolu¬ 
tion  confirming  the  practice  of  this  committee  in  being 
entirely  impartial  as  to  nomination. 

“In  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  that  no  politi¬ 
cal  assessment  should  be  levied  upon  republican  office 
holders,  I  desire  to  say  that  is  a  question  for  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  delegates  to  that  convention,  and  not  one 
which  I,  as  chairman  of  the  state  committee,  am 
called  upon  to  decide.  There  is,  however,  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  a  levy  of  assessments  and  voluntary 
contributions,  and  I  desire  to  state  that  the  state 
committee,  since  I  have  been  chairman  of  the  same, 
has  never  levied  any  assessment  whatever  upon  office 
holders  or  any  one  else. 

“I  also  personally  know  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  during  his  term  of  office,  has  never 
made  any  levy  or  call  upon  office  holders  for  contri¬ 
butions  for  any  purpose,  nor  has  he  ever  in  any  form 
interfered  with  their  freedom  in  this  matter.  If  any 
contributions  have  been  made  by  the  office  holders  of 
this  state  it  has  been  done  through  their  own  motion 
and  by  their  own  voluntary  acts,  and  I  defy  any  one 
to  make  the  truthful  charge  that  a  single  office  holder 
in  this  state  has  ever  been  coerced  into  contributions 
to  the  party. 

“Having  now  fully  answered  all  charges  in  said 
letter  against  my  conduct  as  chairman  of  the  state 
committee,  I  desire  to  discuss  the  question  as  to 
a  whether  the  signers  of  said  communication  can  come 
with  as  clean  hands  before  the  Republican  party  of 
Illinois. 

“In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  say  that  that  letter 
presents  a  false  issue  and  is  a  mask  behind  which  tin? 
signers  make  a  covert  attack  upon  the  state  adminis 
tration  and  upon  the  candidacy  of  Hon.  A.  J.  Hop- 


It  is  somewhat  amusing:  to  see  that  Sena¬ 
tor  Cullom  and  Graeme  Stewart’s  names  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  bottom  of  that  letter.  Graeme 
Stewart  as  national  central  committeeman  is 
using:  his  influence  to  aid  Mr.  Dawes  and  no 
one  questionslhis  right  to  do  so,  yet  he  virtu¬ 
ally  holds  the  same  position  in  politics  that 
Chairman  Rowe  holds,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
signers  are  seeking  to  aid  either  Mr.  Dawes 
or  Senator  Mason,  and  in  what  do  they  differ 
from  Chairman  Rowel— Salem  Republican. 
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kins  for  United  States  senator.  Having  caught  the 
pulse  of  the  people  of  Illinois,  and  knowing  that  their 
cause  was  wellnigh  hopeless,  they  make  Mr.  Sherman 
the  assignee  of  the  failing  opposition  to  the  Republi¬ 
can  administration  and  Republican  organization  of 
Illinois.  The  letter  is  not  written  in  the  interests  of 
harmony  or  party  success. 

“I  was  not  surprised  at  seeing  the  name  of  Mr. 
Graeme  Stewart,  of  the  national  committee,  signed  to 
a  communication  criticising  the  conduct  of  the  State 
committee.  Yet  is  he  mindful  of  his  own  obligations 
as  representative  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois  on  the 
national  committee,  and  are  not  his  moral  feelings 
sensitive  to  the  fact  that  he  is  actively  engaged  in 
promoting  the  candidacy  of  a  man  for  office?  And  is 
he  mindful  of  the  courtesy  which  exists  between  the 
national  and  State  committees? 

“As  to  Hon.  Walter  Reeves,  I  can  understand  why 
he  should  attack  me.  I  was  the  chairman  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  committee  of  Governor  Yates  during  the  con¬ 
test  for  the  Republican  candidacy  for  governor  in  the 
year  1900.  As  such  I  and  the  other  members  of  said 
committee  contested  every  inch  of  ground  in  every 
part  of  the  State  with  Mr.  Reeves,  and  in  so  doing  I 
have  doubtless  incurred  the  enmity  of  that  gentleman. 
While  I  understand  the  motive,  I  am  surprised  at  the 
action.  It  would  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Reeves  would 
manifest  the  same  generous  disposition  toward  a  po¬ 
litical  opponent  as  is  usually  manifested  in  honorable 
political  warfare. 

“Senator  Cullom’s  anxiety  in  regard  to  assessing 
political  office  holders  is  truly  touching  when  we  re¬ 
member  that  in  his  last  senatorial  contest  his  federal 
appointees  and  their  friends  contributed  to  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  his  campaign,  and  at  its  close  presented 
him  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  with  tears. 

“This  spasm  of  high  moral  objection  to  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  chairman  of  the  State  committee  was 
not  noticeable  in  Senator  Cullom  in  1895  when  Chair¬ 
man  Tanner  and  he  together,  called  in  members  of 
the  Legislature  and  asked  pledges  of  support  from 
them.  Senator  Cullom’s  presumption  is  most  evident 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  notorious  fact  that  he  has 
been  supported  by  assessments  of  office  holders  and 
the  contributors  of  his  friends  and  the  active  allegi¬ 
ance  of  his  federal  appointees  and  committeemen 
during  his  whole  long  public  career. 

“Personally,  I  have  the  warmest  feeling  toward 
Senator  Mason,  and  I  am  surprised  at  his  pretense 
that  he  is  shocked  at  the  alleged  participation  of  my¬ 
self  in  the  senatorial  contest.  He  will  find  his  posia 


Where  do  Senator  Cullom,  Graeme  Stew¬ 
art  and  the  other  signers  to  the  circular  letter 
get  their  authority  for  putting  Speaker  Sher¬ 
man  at  the  head  of  the  Republican  party  o* 
Illinois?  They  are  national  office  holders  and 
have  no  more  right  to  take  a  hand  in  the  sena¬ 
torial  campaign  than  has  Chairman  Rowe,  of 
the  State  Central  committee.— Ottawa  Rep- 
Times , 
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tion  is  both  ludicrous  and  ridiculous  when  he  will 
reflect  that  on  one  occasion  he  said  to  me  that,  if  I 
would  ‘hitch  up’  with  him  in  his  present  fight  for  the 
senatorship,  he  would  support  and  indorse  me  for 
«  collector  of  internal  revenue.  He  will  remember  that 
I  declined  the  alliance. 

“He  was  willing  then,  and  would  probably  be  will¬ 
ing  today,  to  accept  the  support  of  the  chairman  of 
v  the  Republican  State  central  committee  without  any 
compunctions  of  conscience  whatever.  It  is  a  notori¬ 
ous  fact  that  in  all  parts  of  the  State  he  is  recommend¬ 
ing  for  federal  positions  and  for  postmasters  only 
such  men  as  will  promise  him  their  support,  and  re¬ 
fusing  his  indorsement  to  all  men  who  will  not  make 
the  promise. 

“As  to  Mr.  Dawes,  during  his  entire  term  as  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  currency,  he  used  every  Illinois  appoint¬ 
ment  at  his  disposal  for  his  own  political  benefit,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  no  other  person.  If  he  can  declare 
on  oath  that  he  has  not  used  his  hi^h  office  for  that 
purpose  and  has  appointed  no  man  in  the  interest  of 
his  candidacy  for  the  United  States  senate,  let  him 
do  so.  When  the  official  investigation  of  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  which  is  now  threatened  by  the  national  house 
of  representatives,  is  complete,  it  will  develop  that  he 
has  not  hesitated  to  appoint  a  score  of  relatives  and 
friends  of  Illinois  senators  and  prospective  members 
of  the  Legislature  in  consideration  of  promises  of 
support. 

“In  other  words,  Mr.  Dawes  has  done  exactly  as 
Senator  Cullom  and  Senator  Mason  have  done.  He 
has  used  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  for  the  benefit 
of  public  service,  the  share  of  public  patronage  in 
Illinois  accorded  to  his  office  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  through  the  federal  government.  He 
has  caused  the  designation  of  banks  of  deposit  of 
federal  funds  to  be  made  to  those  who  would  support 
his  candidacy;  he  has  appointed  as  special  attorneys 
in  both  of  his  departments  holdover  members  of  the 
senate  and  their  friends,  who  are  now  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  promoting  his  candidacy. 

“As  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Dawes’  tender  solicitude 
to  prevent  the  official  action  of  committeemen  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  nomination  of  any  candidate,  I  present 
*  the  following  letter  written  by  the  chairman  of  the 
county  committee  of  Marion  county.  It  was  in  this 
county  of  Marion  that  $50,000  of  government  funds 


When  a  politician,  in  order  to  grain  his 
ambition  is  willing:  to  sacrifice  his  party  for 
self,  it  is  then  time  for  the  party  to  step  in  and 
kick  the  politician  out.  And  this  is  just  what 
the  Republicans  of  this  State  of  Illinois 
should  do  with  the  Dawes-Sherman  crowd, 
which  is  disrupting:  the  Republican  party  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  in  their  wild  endeavor  to 
secure  something:  beyond  their  grasp.— Savan¬ 
nah  Times, 
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were  put  in  a  certain  bank  as  a  special  deposit,  with¬ 
out  security,  in  a  closely  contested  congressional 
district: 

Sandoville,  111.,  Jan.  3,  1902.— My  Dear  Sir: — Hon. 
Charles  G-.  Dawes,  former  comptroller  of  the  currency, 
and  Judge  L.  Y.  Sherman,  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  will  hold  an  all- day’s  reception  at  the 
Broadway  hotel  at  Salem,  Jan.  14, 1902.  1  would  like 
for  you  to  go  to  Salem  that  day  and  meet  these  gen¬ 
tlemen. 

Kindly  let  me  know  by  return  mail  if  you  can  be 
present. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Chas.  F.  Patterson, 

Chairman. 

“This  remarkable  letter,  written  by  the  self-consti¬ 
tuted  guardians  of  the  reform  and  safety  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  was  addressed  to  L.  Y.  Sherman, 
written  by  L.  Y.  Sherman  and  for  L.  Y.  Sherman, 
and  the  reply  is  written  by  L.  Y.  Sherman.  Repub¬ 
licans  of  Illinois  will  have  sufficient  opportunity  to 
judge  of  the  ability  and  capacity  of  Mr.  Sherman  as 
a  reformer  when  his  full  record  is  disclosed.  That 
portion  of  the  public  press  which  is  just  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  backing  Mr.  Sherman  in  his  attack  upon  the 
Republican  administration  and  Republican  organiza¬ 
tion  has  had  matter  in  its  columns  in  the  past  which 
throws  a  very  interesting  light  upon  his  ability  as  a 
reformer. 

“Mr.  Sherman’s  connection  with  this  letter  is  simply 
the  taking  off  of  the  mask  from  a  conspiracy  which 
has  existed  ever  since  the  election  of  Governor  Yates. 
He  has  persistently,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  as¬ 
sailed  every  act  of  the  Governor,  and  in  assailing  the 
representative  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois  he 
has  assailed  the  party  and  has  done  more  toward  its 
disorganization  than  any  other  man. 

“Mr.  Sherman  was  the  only  gentleman  in  Illinois 
who  was  able  to  convince  both  John  R.  Tanner  and 
Shelby  M.  Cullom  that  he  was  a  friend  and  sup¬ 
porter  of  each.  He  was  broad-minded  enough  to  get 
on  both  sides  of  the  question.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  the  delectable  task  of  leading  Mr.  Mason  by  one 
hand  and  Mr.  Dawes  by  the  other  in  an  unjust  poli¬ 
tical  attack  for  his  own  personal  ends. 

“As  the  head  of  the  State  organization,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  furnish  such  information  as  is  at  my  com¬ 
mand  to  any  candidate,  and  shall  not  feel  myself  com¬ 
pelled  to  apologize  to  any  of  the  self-constituted 
guardians  of  the  party  or  any  captious  critic. 

“In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  that  I  hope,  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  State  committee,  to  pursue  the  even  tenor 
of  my  way  in  supporting  the  National  and  State  Re¬ 
publican  administrations  and  its  candidates  and  pub¬ 
lic  officers  without  bias  or  prejudice. 

“I  welcome  the  issue  in  the  State  convention  as  to 
the  policies  and  methods  of  the  State  committee,  re¬ 
lying  upon  a  consciousness  of  rectitude  and  official 
duty  impartially  performed.” 

F.  H.  Rowe, 
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Chairman  Rowe’s  Reply. 

Chairman  Rowe  has  answered  the  accusations  of 
the  anti-administration  conspirators  very  effectively. 
Those  who  read  his  statement  must  be  forced  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  charge  that 
he  has  misused  his  position  as  chairman  of  the  state 
committee  in  the  interest  of  any  candidate,  and  that 
he  has  done  nothing  to  justify  making  this  action  an 
excuse  for  the  organization  of  a  factional  combine  or 
for  the  inauguration  of  factional  warfare.  As  his  ac¬ 
cusers  have  assumed  to  pose  before  the  public  as  “re¬ 
formers”  anxious  to  purify  political  methods,  he  has 
placed  them  in  an  exceedingly  unpleasant  position  by 
his  emphatic  declaration  that  forgery  has  been  com¬ 
mitted,  if  they  are  in  possession  of  any  such  letters 
signed  by  him  officially  as  they  have  claimed  to  have. 
And  it  is  well  to  remember  that  they  have  not  made 
public  the  letter  which  they  claim  to  have  in  their 
possession,  but  have  simply  published  a  brief  extract 
from  it. 

No  one  should  be  deceived  by  the  pretense  that  the 
discovery  of  Mr.  Rowe’s  alleged  letter  provoked  the 
organization  of  the  Cullom-Mason- Sherman  combine 
and  the  public  declaration  of  war  upon  the  state  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  conspiracy  against  Governor  Yates 
has  been  in  active  operation  ever  since  his  inaugura¬ 
tion  into  office,  and  the  combine  now  announced  pub¬ 
licly  has  been  in  existence  a  long  time.  Its  purpose 
has  been  to  break  down  a  Republican  administration 
in  the  hope  of.  thereby  securing  control  of  the  party 
in  this  state  in  order  to  advance  the  personal  political 
fortunes  of  the  conspirators,  and  that  is  its  sole  pur¬ 
pose  now.  These  conspirators  are  seeking  to  deceive 
the  voters  of  the  party  by  making  loud  professions  of 
^  their  desire  to  purify  party  methods,  but  the  only 
“reform”  they  care  anything  about  is  the  deposing  of 
those  now  in  control  of  the  state  organization  of  the 
party  and  the  grabbing  of  political  power  themselves 
*  in  order  to  divide  the  offices  among  themselves.  Their 
demand  for  “reform”  is  simply  the  old  cry  of  the 
“outs”  who  want  to  be  the  “ins.” — Springfield  Journal . 


The  organized  attack  of  Senator  Cullom 
and  Messrs.  Dawes,  Sherman,  Mason,  and 
others,  is  without  precedent  in  the  history  of 
politics  in  this  state.  Under  the  cover  of  al¬ 
leged  abuses  in  the  state  central  committee  it 
is  proposed  to  call  down  the  Governor  in  such 
a  way  as  shall  place  him  in  the  worst  possible 
light  before  the  people.  The  gauze  of  com¬ 
mittee  reform  does  not  hide  the  fact  every¬ 
where  understood  that  the  question  of  the  sen- 
atorship  is  the  real  issue.— Clay  County  Record . 
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Mr.  Stewart  and  the  Facts, 

The  Hon.  Shelby  M.  Cullom,  the  Hon.  Graeme 
Stewart,  the  Hon.  Walter  Reeves,  and  some  other 
friends  of  the  Hon.  William  E.  Mason  and  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Dawes  have  just  issued  an  extremely 
interesting  political  manifesto.  The  document  need 
not  be  quoted.  Its  gist  and  purpose  are  sufficiently 
indicated  by  the  following  interpretation  of  it  from 
the  Hon.  Graeme  Stewart. 

“The  time  has  arrived,”  he  says,  “when  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  in  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party  to  take 
a  decided  stand  against  a  perversion  of  delegated  po¬ 
litical  power.” 

In  the  light  of  this  declaration  we  must  assume  that 
the  Hon.  Shelby  M.  Cullom  has  never  used  and  is  not 
using  the  power  delegated  to  him  by  the  people  of 
Illinois  as  their  representative  in  the  United  States 
Senate  to  advance  the  political  fortunes  of  any  friend 
or  even  himself. 

We  must  also  assume  that  the  Hon.  Graeme  Stew¬ 
art  has  not  used  and  is  not  using  the  political  power 
delegated  to  him  by  the  Republicans  of  Illinois  as  a 
member  of  the  Republican  National  committee  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  senatorial  aspirations  of  the  Hon.  Charles 
G.  Dawes. 

We  must  also  assume  that  the  Hon.  Walter  Reeves 
has  not  used  and  is  not  using  the  political  power  dele¬ 
gated  to  him  by  the  people  of  his  congressional  dis¬ 
trict  to  his  own  or  any  friend’s  political  advantage. 

All  these  assumptions,  and  others  like  unto  them, 
the  people  of  Illinois  are  asked  to  make  by  the  Hon. 
Shelby  M.  Cullom,  the  Hon.  Graeme  Stewart,  the 
Hon.  Walter  Reeves,  and  their  friends  and  their 
friends’  friends. 

The  people  of  Illinois,  however,  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  making  assumptions  which  they  know  are  abso¬ 
lutely  contrary  to  the  notorious  facts.  While  they 
may  pay  the  passing  tribute  of  a  smile  to  these  distin¬ 
guished  gentlemen,  the  people  of  Illinois  will  continue 
to  recognize  facts  and  be  governed  by  them. — Inter- 
Ocean. 


As  to  Assessments. 

Governor  Yates  was  asked,  by  letter,  by  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Republican  central  committee  of  Vermil¬ 
ion  county,  whether  he  had  levied  assessments  on  the 
salaries  of  the  State  employes,  and  wrote  the  follow¬ 
ing  rejply:  “In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  inst. 
inclosing  clipping  from  a  Chicago  paper  which  quotes 
Senator  Cullom  as  follows:  ‘Governor  Yates  has  no 
right  to  levy  an  assessment  of  5  per  cent.,  or  any 
other  per  cent,  of  the  salaries  of  State  employes.’  I 
will  say  that  I  am  levying  no  assessment  of  5  percent 
or  any  other  percent  of  the  salaries  of  State  employes. 
There  may  be,  and  probably  is,  among  employes  and 
officials  a  voluntary  contribution,  but  a  voluntary 
contribution,  with  which  I  have  absolutely  nothing  to 
do,  and  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.”— Streator 
Monitor , 
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Reformers  All  Did  It. 

Chairman  Fred  Rowe,  of  the  State  Republican  com¬ 
mittee,  effectively  answers  the  Cullom-Sherman- 
Mason-Dawes  letter  and  shows  that  the  gentlemen 
4  named  are  all  guilty  of  the  yery  offense  with  which 
they  charge  him.  Mr.  Rowe  stoutly  denies  that  he 
ever  used  his  position  as  chairman  to  further  Mr. 
Hopkin’s  campaign,  and  that  any  letter  with  his 
w  name  attached  urging  anyone’s  candidacy,  is  a  for¬ 
gery.  He  shows  that  Senator  Cullom  during  his  en¬ 
tire  political  career  accepted  the  aid  of  the  State 
chairman,  and  in  his  last  previous  election  (when  Mr. 
Mason  was  a  candidate  against  him)  JohnR.  Tanner, 
State  chairman,  was  chief  manager,  and  Tanner  used 
the  committee  and  its  money  to  elect  Cullom.  Mr. 
Rowe  states  that  Senator  Mason  asked  him  (Rowe) 
“to  tie  up”  with  the  Senator  and  he  would  secure 
Mr.  Rowe  the  place  of  Internal  Revenue  Collector. 
Mr.  Rowe  declined.  Mr.  Rowe  shows  that  Graeme 
Stewart,  who  signs  the  combine  letter,  is  using  his 
position  as  National  committeeman  for  Illinois  for 
Dawes.  Mr.  Rowe  charges  that  Mr.  Dawes  when  in 
office  appointed  hold  over  Senators  to  office  to  secure 
their  votes  and  they  ar9now  for  him.  Mr.  Rowe  also 
charges  that  Mr.  Dawes  placed  $50,000  in  a  small 
country  bank  so  as  to  get  political  influence.  Mr. 
Rowe  also  shows  that  J.  Mack  Sholl,  Geo.  Turner  and 
other  members  of  the  State  committee  with  Mr.  Rowe, 
all  used  their  personal  and  official  influence  to  secure 
Dawes  or  Mason’s  election.  He  also  shows  that 
Speaker  Sherman,  who  wrote  the  letter  addressed  to 
himself  signed  by  Cullom,  Dawes,  Mason,  Stewart 
and  others,  asking  him  to  be  a  candidate  for  chair¬ 
man  of  the  State  Convention,  and  also  wrote  the  re¬ 
ply  to  it,  favored  corporations  and  rake  offs  with  his 
gavel,  and  that  as  a  reformer  Sherman  is  a  queer 
specimen.  Mr.  Rowe  wields  a  caustic  pen  that  will 
make  the  cuticle  of  the  sham  reformers  quiver  as  if 
darts  had  been  hurled  into  it. — Alton  lelegraph. 


Senatotial  Combine  Overreaches  Itself. 

The  Chicago  Tribune  of  yesterday  stated  that 
4  Charles  Deere  of  Moline  has  been  chosen  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  is  to  further  the  interests  of 
the  combine,  organized  at  Chicago  to  attack  the  State 
«  administration  and  name  the  next  senator  from  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  rest  of  the  committee  has  not  yet  been 
determined  upon.  The  Tribune  remarked:  The  full 
committee  is  to  be  named  shortly.  The  Tribune  did 
did  not  say  who  elected  Mr.  Deere,  or  who  would 
choose  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  which  is 
to  perform  the  functions  of  a  State  committee. 

Mr.  Deere  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  so-called 
round  robin.  He  is  a  manufacturer  and  a  resident  of 
Rock  Island  county. 

The  combine  is  certainly  making  rapid  strides. 
They  began  with  a  denunciation  of  the  regular  party 
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organization  and  the  Republican  State  administration. 
They  attacked  Albert  J.  Hopkins,  a  distinguished  and 
reputable  Republican,  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
he  is  a  friend  of  a  Republican  governor.  They  could 
find  no  flaws  in  the  record  of  either  Governor  * 
Yates  or  Congressman  Hopkins,  but  this  did  not 
prevent  them  from  opposing  them.  Next  they  began 
through  the  columns  of  their  mugwump  organs,  to 
assail  every  prominent  Republican  who  did  not  join 
the  ranks  of  the  combine.  The  latest  object  of  their 
attack  is  Lieutenant  Governor  Northeott.  Now  the 
combine  is  appointing  a  committee,  the  chairman  of 
which  is  already  named,  to  attempt  to  usurp  and  per¬ 
form  the  functions  of  the  committee  regularly  elected 
by  the  Republicans  of  Illinois  in  convention. 

The  masses  of  the  party  will  have  something  to  say 
about  these  transactions.  When  they  are  finally 
heard  from  we  will  begin  to  hear  less  about  a  com¬ 
bine  that  proposes  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people  the  functions  of  their  party  organization  and 
the  selection  of  a  United  States  senator.— Quincy 
Whig . 


“Delegated  Power.” 

One  of  the  principal  pretexts  set  up  by  Cullom- 
Mason- Sherman  combine  as  an  excuse  for  the  fac¬ 
tional  warfare  against  the  State  administration  which 
they  have  inaugurated  is  the  alleged  abuse  of  “dele¬ 
gated  power”  by  Chairman  Rowe  of  the  Republican 
State  committee,  the  assertion  made  being  that  he 
was  using  his  position  and  the  committee  to  advance 
the  candidacy  of  Congressman  Hopkins  for  the  Sen- 
atorship.  It  now  appears  that  this  complaint  was 
based  either  upon  forgery  or  misrepresentation,  and 
that  the  letters  referred  to,  which  were  only  six  in 
number,  were  not  signed  by  him  officially  as  chair¬ 
man  and  that  the  word  “chairman”  did  not  follow  his 
signature  when  the  letters  left  his  bands,  as  the 
copies  taken  prove. 

As  the  chief  campaign  issue  raised  by  the  Cullom- 
Mason-Sherman  combine  is  a  protest  against  the  mis¬ 
use  of  delegated  power  by  members  of  party  commit¬ 
tees,  and  especially  by  members  of  the  State  com¬ 
mittee,  it  seems  very  peculiar,  to  say  the  least  to  find  • 
supporters  of  this  combine  who  are  members  of  the 
State  committee  furnishing  statements  to  Chicago 
trust  newspapers  over  their  official  signatures  as  ^ 
members  of  the  committee  in  which  they  declare  their 
allegiance  to  the  combine  and  join  in  its  protest 
against  the  misuse  of  “delegated  power”  by  commit¬ 
teemen.  It  is  extremely  edifying  to  see  these  commit¬ 
teemen  declaring  their  preferences  between  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  Senatorship  over  their  official  signa¬ 
tures,  even  while  in  the  very  act  of  protesting  against 
such  a  misuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  them,  but 
that  is  the  only  kind  of  “reform”  that  can  be  ex- 

Eected  from  the  suddenly  converted  “reformers”  who 
ave  organized  the  anti-administration  conspiracy.— 
Savannah  limes . 
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Inexcusable  Factionalism. 

Illinois  Republicans  have  received  with  amazement 
the  announcement  that  Senators  Cullom  and  Mason, 
Congressman  Reeves,  Charles  G.  Dawes,  National 
4  Committeeman  Graeme  Stewart  and  others  have  pro¬ 
claimed  publicly  their  determination  to  inaugurate  a 
factional  contest  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  in  this  state 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  securing  personal  control 
w  of  the  state  convention  to  be  held  this  year  and  of  the 
state  committee  to  be  elected  by  that  body,  as 
well  as  of  the  next  legislature.  It  has  been  well 
known  that  they  have  been  identified  with  an  organ¬ 
ized  conspiracy  to  secure  control  of  the  party,  and 
that  they  are  directly  responsible  for  the  unnecessary 
factional  contest  that  has  been  waged  during  the  past 
year,  but  it  was  not  supposed  that  they  would  commit 
the  astounding  folly  of  proclaiming  their  guilt  pub¬ 
licly,  or  that  they  could  be  induced  to  assume  openly 
the  responsibility  of  inspiring  factional  strife  and  of 
whatever  results  may  follow  their  inexcusable  action, 
no  matter  how  disastrous  to  the  party  those  results 
may  prove  to  be. 

For  some  time  past  efforts  have  been  making  to 
avert  any  factional  contest  this  year  and  to  unify  the 
party  in  this  state,  and  these  gave  encouraging  pro¬ 
mise  of  success.  Those  efforts  were  known  to  the 
senators  and  the  others  who  now,  in  their  frantic 
anxiety  to  rule  the  party,  have  wantonly  and  reck¬ 
lessly  rendered  them  unavailing  and  have  placed  their 
personal  ambitions  and  political  interests  above  those 
of  the  party  which  has  bestowed  many  favors  upon 
them.  Their  action  is  unprecedented  and  utterly 
without  justification.  They  have  forced  a  contest  that 
could  and  would  have  been  avoided  had  they  been 
unselfish  and  loyal  to  their  party.  They  have  deter¬ 
mined  that  none  shall  have  place  or  voice  in  the 
councils  of  the  party  except  themselves  and  a  chosen 
few  of  their  followers.  They  have  adopted  deliber¬ 
ately  the  “rule  or  ruin”  policy,  and  they  have  pro¬ 
claimed  it  at  the  very  time  when  it  seemed  practicable 
to  unify  the  party. 

To  these  serious  offenses  must  be  added  that  of 
basing  their  action  wholly  upon  false  pretenses.  The 
hypocricy  of  the  pretexts  set  up  as  excuses  must  be 
disgusting  to  every  honest  man.  They  arraign  the 
4  present  state  committee  on  the  accusation  that  its 
chairman  is  supporting  one  of  the  candidates  for 
United  States  senator,  and  they  yell  lustily  for 
^  “reform,”  although  everybody  knows  that  Senator 
Mason  or  Mr.  Dawes  would  accept  the  support  of 
Chairman  Rowe  with  gratitude  and  would  not  think 
of  objecting  if  the  power  and  influence  of  the  state 
committee  should  be  employed  in  their  behalf.  Sen¬ 
ator  Cullom’s  anxiety  for  a  change  in  the  state  com¬ 
mittee  can  be  accounted  for  very  readily  by  the  fact 
that  the  present  committee  is  the  first  one  within  a 
generation  which  has  not  exerted  its  influence  in  his 
interest,  and  of  course  the  committee  must  be  wiped 
off  the  earth  for  declining  to  recognize  him  as  the 
“Boss  Croker”  of  the  party  in  this  state.—  Jackson- 
vilU  Journal. 
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It  Strengthens  Hopkins. 

The  virulent  attack  made  by  the  Cullom-Mason- 
Dawes  combine  on  the  state  administration  and  the 
senatorial  candidacy  of  A.  J.  Hopkins  through  the 
Chicago  trust  press,  has  served  the  admirable  purpose 
of  strengthening  Hopkins’  candidacy.  Instead  of 
building  up  a  powerful  political  machine  composed 
of  the  few  gentlemen  in  the  combine,  it  has  been  a 
boomerang  that  promises  to  annihilate  their  political 
ambition.  The  people  will  tolerate  no  combine,  no 
machine  of  a  few  disgruntled  Republicans  who  would 
destroy  the  Republican  state  administration  or  the 
accredited  state  organization. 

If  the  state  organization  be  a  political  machine,  as 
charged  by  the  combine,  it  at  least  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  body,  as  it  is  composed  of  a  representative  chosen 
by  the  Republicans  of  each  congressional  district. 
The  combine  would  be  a  machine  in  which  a  half 
dozen  or  less  ambitious  politicians  assume  control  of 
the  party  without  restraint  or  limit  or  consent  from 
anyone  but  themselves.  Which  organization  would 
you  prefer?— Effingham  Republican . 


An  Organized  Conspiracy. 

Speaking  about  unguarded  actions  and  utterances, 
the  representatives  of  the  Cullom  combine  give  them¬ 
selves  away  when  they  say,  speaking  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  to  fight  the  State  administration:  “As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact  this  organization  is  already  perfected.  It 
has  been  ready  for  more  than  a  year  to  open  the 
fight.”  The  people  had  been  led  to  believe  that  it 
was  the  Rowe  letter  that  made  the  battle  a  necessity, 
but  that  letter  is  but  a  few  weeks  old,  and  here  the 
combine  talks  of  their  plans  as  over  a  year  old,  be¬ 
fore  any  one  had  any  right  to  know  what  Governor 
Yates  would  do  except  that  he  would  appoint  whom 
he  pleased  to  office.  If  that  is  the  style  of  fight  and 
a  few  more  such  confessions  are  made  the  people  will 
“smell  a  mouse”  certain,  for  the  rank  and  file  are 
only  given  to  opposing  the  administration  when  that 
administration  is  proven  wrong  or  reckless.  “A 
little  more  than  a  year”  is  a  dead  give  away,  as  Mr. 
Yates  has  only  been  in  office  about  thirteen  months. 
Gentralia  Sentinel. 


Who  are  Messrs.  Dawes  and  Mason  and 
Cullom  that  they  should  set  themselves  up  as 
dictators  of  the  great  Republican  party  in  Illi¬ 
nois?  Who  gave  these  three  men  a  special 
mission  from  on  high  to  boss  the  political 
destinies  of  this  great  state?  What  have  these 
three  men  ever  done  for  the  people  of  this 
great  state  that  they  should  be  awarded  su¬ 
preme  power  and  authorize  them  to  become 
dictators  and  kings  as  it  were  over  free  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens?— Lockport  Advertiser. 
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They  Will  B©  Condemned. 

That  the  recent  attack  on  the  State  administration 

*  is  part  of  a  conspiracy  formed  almost  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Governor  Yates’  administration  there  can  be 
little  doubt.  In  the  contest  for  the  Republican  nom¬ 
ination  for  Governor,  Richard  Yates  had  few  of  the 
professional  politicians  with  him— they  failed  to  see 

*  where  their  income  would  be  benifitted  by  his  nomin¬ 
ation.  At  the  Peoria  convention  largely  the  same 
forces  now  declaring  his  administration  a  failure  were 
pitted  against  him,  and  when  they  were  finally  forced, 
against  their  will,  to  acquiesce  in  and  endorse  his 
candidacy,  the  same  class  gave  only  a  half-hearted 
support.  When  time  came  for  the  re  organization  of 
the  State  committee  and  election  of  officers  of  that 
body,  it  was  only  after  a  warm  contest  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  was  allowed  to  even  recommend  these  officers. 
The  same  forces  that  are  fighting  him  now,  even  then 
led  the  opposition.  It  is  simply  a  case  of  rule  or  ruin. 
They  have  found  they  can  not  control  Governor  Yates 
—that  he  is  not  at  their  beck  and  call,  ready  and 
willing  to  lend  himself  to  every  scheme  which  may 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  these  “business”  politicians — 
and  that  for  these  reasons  he  must  be  crushed  They 
have  gone  on  to  their  own  undoing.  The  good  sense 
of  the  people,  who  know,  and  can  and  will  appreciate 
the  sterling  honesty  of  the  governor,  will,  with  their 
sober  second  thought,  register  their  condemnation  of 
such  methods.— Jacksonville  Journal. 


What  Did  They  Gain. 

What  did  Illinois  gain  by  blindly  following  the  lead 
of  a  combination  backed  by  the  Chicago  Tribune  in 
those  days  when  it  threw  its  weight  in  the  national 
convention  against  the  nomination  of  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison  for  president  of  the  United  States,  and  voted 
for  another  gentleman  from  Indiana  who  did  not 
have  even  the  support  of  his  own  state?  What  did 
the  Republicans  of  Illinois  gain  when  a  great  body  of 
them,  under  the  leadership  of  Senator  Cullom,  at- 
*  tempted  to  throw  the  vote  of  Illinois  in  the  national 
convention  at  St.  Louis,  against  the  nomination  of 
William  McKinley?  Are  we  to  be  led  into  the  corn- 
emission  of  further  mistakes  by  a  combination  formed 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  attacking  and  breaking 
down  the  administration  of  the  Republican  party  and 
the  regular  organization  of  the  party  in  the  state? 

Let  the  masses  of  the  party  stand  and  act  together 
in  a  way  consistent  for  Republicans  to  conduct  them¬ 
selves  at  this  time,  and  great  results  will  be  achieved 
for  Illinois.  The  state  of  Lincoln,  Grant  and  Logan, 
the  third  in  the  sisterhood  of  states  in  point  of  popu¬ 
lation,  and  the  peer  of  any  in  intelligence  and  re¬ 
sources,  will  cease  its  straggling  position  in  the  rear 
ranks  of  the  Republican  organization  in  the  United 
States. — Quincy  Whig. 
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At  the  State  Convention  of  Supervisors  held  at 
Danville  some  time  in  January,  Governor  Yates  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  newspaper  attacts  upon  the  State 
charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  the  State,  and  in¬ 
vited  the  convention  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inves¬ 
tigate  these  charges.  Commenting  on  this,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Tribune  in  its  issue  of  February  3,  propounded 
questions  touching  upon  the  management  of  these  in¬ 
stitutions  and  charging  a  waste  of  funds.  This  was 
followed  the  next  day  by  an  editorial  in  the  Tribune, 
from  which  the  following  extract  is  made. 

“Yesterday’s  Tribune  recited  the  unbusiness-like 
methods  which  prevail  in  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  State  charitable  institutions.  Instead  of  having  a 
central  purchasing  agent  who  could  get  the  advantage 
of  buying  for  all  at  once,  each  institution  purchases 
entirely  independently.  It  is  also  alleged  that  the 
contracts  go  largely  to  favor  the  contractors.  In  the 
supply  of  coal,  for  example,  a  company  in  which  an 
important  figure  in  the  Republican  machine  of  the 
State  is  understood  to  be  interested,  has  a  large  part 
of  the  contracts.  Finally,  supplies  are,  to  a  great 
extent,  bought  in  the  open  market  and  of  local  favor¬ 
ites  without  competive  bidding. 

“These  facts  indicate  one  of  the  two  chief  ways  in 
which  these  institutions  are  used  for  political  ends. 
But  they  likewise  emphasize  the  remedy,  namely: 
‘The  centralization  of  the  control  of  these  institu- 
iions  in  a  single  State  board.’  ” 

Replying  to  these  charges,  and  in  answer  to  these 
questions,  Col.  J.  Mack  Tanner,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities,  addressed  an  open  letter  to  the 
Tribune,  which  it  refused  to  publish.  It  appeared  in 
the  Inter  Ocean  subsequently,  and  is  as  follows: 


The  country  press,  loyal  to  the  party  and 
true  to  the  people  at  all  times,  is  justly  in¬ 
censed  at  the  growing:  disposition  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  press  to  the  abuse  and  vilification  of 
public  men.  Honest  criticism  of  public  offi¬ 
cials  is  justifiable,  right  and  not  inconsistent 
with  party  loyalty.  But  studious  misrepre¬ 
sentation,  and  constant  nagging  at  the  state 
administration  and  the  Republican  organiza¬ 
tion,  indulged  in  by  certain  Chicago  papers,  is 
wholly  inexcusable  and  merits  the  severe  re¬ 
buke  which  it  is  receiving  at  the  hands  of  the 
self-respecting  country  press.  —  Virginia 
Gazette. 
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In  reply  to  an  article  published  in  the  Chicago  Tri¬ 
bune  last  Monday  morning,  attacking  the  workings  of 
the  State  Board  of  Charities,  Col.  J.  Mack  Tanner, 
secretary  of  the  board,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  Tribune  last  Tuesday,  with  the  request  that  the 
letter  be  given  the  same  prominence  in  the  columns 
of  that  paper  that  the  original  story  was  given.  In- 
stead,  the  Tribune  has  failed  to  publish  the  commu¬ 
nication  and  has  made  no  reference  to  it. 

Colonel  Tanner’s  communication  was  as  follows: 

Editor  Chicago  Tribune:  In  Monday’s  issue  of  the 
Tribune  you  devote  two  columns  to  what  you  are 
pleased  to  term  ‘'Waste  Funds  in  State  Charities.” 

While  you  lent  your  columns  to  attacks  upon  the 
appointment  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  the  writer  of  this  remained  silent  because 
he  sought  no  favor  or  vindication  from  a  source  that 
so  persistently  and  vindictively  misrepresented  and 
falsely  reported  the  official  acts  of  Governor  Tanner. 

In  the  matter  of  the  expenditure  of  state  funds, 
however,  the  people  are  entitled  to  know  the  truth. 
The  Inter-Ocean  has  said  that  it  is  the  only  Chicago 
paper  that  prints  the  news  or  that  dares  to  print  the 
news.  Dare  the  Tribune  publish  this  reply  in  its 
columns  and  will  it  give  to  it  as  prominent  a  place  as 
it  gave  to  its  attack  on  the  administration  of  state 
charitable  institutions? 

The  Tribune  asks  seven  questions,  to  which  I  will 
reply  in  turn. 

First — Why  are  the  managers  of  the  various  insti¬ 
tutions  allowed  to  purchase  supplies  from  whomsoever 
they  please? 

In  order  to  secure  the  best  goods  for  the  least  money; 
for  the  same  reason  that  Marshal  Field  sends  his 
agents  into  the  markets  of  the  world  to  buy  what  the 
company  requires  where  it  can  best  be  obtained. 

Second— Why,  with  few  exceptions,  are  no  bids 
asked  for  supplies  and  the  contract  then  awarded  to 
the  lowest  bidders? 

The  exceptions  are  where  goods  and  supplies  are 
purchased  in  the  open  market.  Customarily,  bids  are 
taken,  and  the  lowest  bidder  is  given  the  contract. 

*  While  the  competitive  bid  system  seems  to  meet 
with  popular  favor,  I  doubt  its  efficacy.  I  believe  its 
evils  exceed  its  benefits.  Bidders  will  protect  them- 
selves  and  their  profits  either  in  quality  or  quantity 
of  goods  furnished  and  the  state  cannot  in  each  insti¬ 
tution  hire  an  expert  to  pass  upon  the  quality  of  goods 
purchased,  while,  if  goods  are  bought  of  responsible 


The  Chicago  Tribune  is  making  a  fatal 
error.  The  mission  of  a  big  daily  paper, 
above  everything  else,  is  to  print  the  news. 
The  news  must  be  accurate  or  the  paper  falls 
in  public  esteem.  The  political  news  of  this 
Chicago  paper  is  not  accurate.  It  is  mislead¬ 
ing.  It  is  disgusting  those  who,  under  ordi¬ 
nary  circumstances,  would  be  its  friends.— 
Peoria  Journal. 
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firms,  who  will  not  underbid  values  to  secure  con¬ 
tracts,  the  state  can  rely  on  getting  the  quality  of 
goods  contracted  for. 

Again  it  is  defeated  by  combinations.  To  illustrate: 
Bids  were  received  in  1900  by  the  State  Board  of  Con¬ 
tracts  to  furnish  coal  for  the  Capitol  building.  But 
one  bid  was  received,  although  there  are  a  dozen  or 
more  mines  in  and  about  Springfield  and  as  many 
separate  dealers;  $1.65  per  ton  was  bid.  Private  par¬ 
ties  came  to  me  offering  to  furnish  the  coal  at  $1.50, 
but  said  they  dared  not  bid.  This  bid  was  rejected, 
and  twice  more  were  bids  received  and  rejected  and 
the  contract  was  finally  given  to  a  firm  who  had  not 
bid,  at  a  rate  under  the  bids  and  the  contractors  were 
able  to  pay  freight  on  the  coal  from  other  points  and 
yet  make  a  profit. 

Again,  Kankakee  asylum  had  purchased  its  meat  on 
the  competitive  bid  plan  until  recently.  Three  firms 
had  been  bidding.  It  was  observed  after  a  time  that 
the  prices  advanced  slowly  from  6  to  9  cents  per 
pound  and  that  there  was  a  rotation  among  the  bid¬ 
ders,  first  one,  then  the  second,  then  the  third  secur¬ 
ing  the  contract.  When  this  was  noted  the  trustees 
went  into  the  market  and  were  able  to  purchase  for 
6x2  cents  what  9  cents  was  bid  for. 

The  supplies  for  the  Soldiers  home  are  purchased 
in  the  open  market  and  the  per  capita  cost  is  the  low¬ 
est  of  any  institution  in  the  state  and  lower  than  the 
Soldiers’  home  in  Indiana. 

Third— Why,  in  even  the  largest  institutions,  are 
goods  bought  in  small  quantities,  and  retail  price 
paid? 

Because  it  is  no  economy  to  buy  large  quantities 
when  only  small  quantities  are  required.  If  an  inmate 
required  a  No.  12  shoe  you  would  not  buy  100  pair  in 
order  to  get  a  wholesale  price  on  the  No.  12  of  which 
you  were  in  immediate  need. 

Fourth — Why  is  each  institution  a  purchasing 
agency  for  itself  and  why  is  no  central  depot  estab¬ 
lished  so  that  small  consumers  may  get  the  benefit  of 
wholesale  rates? 

Because  the  statute  clothes  the  trustees  and  super¬ 
intendent  with  this  authority,  as  the  Tribune  well 
knows,  and  an  amendment  to  the  law  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  any  central  or  controlling  board  any 
authority. 

Fifth — Why  are  firms  with  political  influence  favored 
in  the  purchasing  of  supplies? 

All  firms  of  any  standing  or  commercial  importance 
are  firms  of  political  influence,  and  the  firms  patron- 


There  is  little  dependence  to  be  placed  in 
the  accounts  of  most  of  the  Chicago  papers, 
so  far  as  the  political  situation  is  concerned. 
Where  the  general  news  is  concerned  these 
paper?  are  all  right,  but  when  it  comes  to  poli¬ 
tics  even  the  news  is  colored  to  suit  the  par¬ 
ticular  views  of  the  papers.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  is  the  case,  but  it  is  so  apparent  that 
even  their  own  friends  do  not  deny  it— Jack¬ 
sonville  Journal. 
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ized  by  the  State  probably  supply  also  the  large 
majority  of  the  retailers  of  the  State.  If  any  reliable 
firm  or  company  can  undersell  or  underbid  the  firms 

*  that  have  furnished  goods  to  the  institutions,  there  is 
no  question  but  they  will  receive  the  order,  whether 
such  firms  be  Republican  or  Democratic. 

Sixth— Why  are  employes  assessed  on  their  salaries? 

+  1  am  not  aware  that  this  is  true.  No  one  in  my 

office  has  been  asked  to  pay  any  assessment.  Never¬ 
theless,  I  doubt  if  there  is  one  here  who  would  not 
volunteer  to  contribute  to  any  movement  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  his  party  and  the  administration. 

Can  the  Tribune,  which  supports  the  ticket  for  six 
months  and  fights  the  administration  in  power  of 
whatever  political  faith  it  may  be  for  four  years,  say 
as  much? 

Question  seven,  asking  why  all  business  methods 
are  disregarded,  is  simply  not  true. 

The  Tribune  makes  some  comparisons  of  per  capita 
cost  at  Kankakee  and  elsewhere,  concluding,  without 
analysis  of  conditions,  that  because  there  are  more 
inmates  the  cost  per  capita  should  be  less.  The  gross 
per  capita  cost  of  seven  institutions  for  the  last  quar 
ter  are  as  follows:  Elgin,  39.88;  Kankakee,  41.35; 
Jacksonville,  38.79;  Watertown,  42.69;  Anna,  37.84; 
Soldiers’  Home,  33.07;  Feeble  Minded,  38.58. 

Elgin,  Kankakee  and  Watertown  are  in  the  north 
end  of  the  state,  out  of  the  coal  belt,  requiring  an  in¬ 
creased  cost  of  coal  on  account  of  freight.  The  tern 
perature  also  is  5  to  10  degrees  colder,  requiring  the 
consumption  of  an  increased  amount  of  coal.  The  dif 
ference  amounts  to  from  $1.50  to  $2  per  capita  per 
quarter,  which  should  be  deducted  to  make  a  fail 
comparison  with  the  other  institutions  named. 

Again,  Kankakee  is  a  cottage  asylum,  not  only  re¬ 
quiring  more  coal  for  heating  but  more  attendants  for 
the  care  of  patients.  The  cost  of  attendance  at  Kanka¬ 
kee  per  month  for  the  last  quarter  was  $2.63,  while  at 
Elgin  it  was  $1.96,  ranging  from  that  down  to  $1.54  at 
Anna,  where  there  is  one  attendant  for  each  9  2  pa¬ 
tients,  the  same  proportion  that  prevails  at  the  East¬ 
ern  insane  hospital  in  Indiana,  while  the  per  capita 
cost  is  slightly  less.  This  difference  in  the  matter  of 

*  attendance  alone  makes  the  cost  at  Kankakee  exceed 
that  in  the  other  asylums  by  $2  to  $3  per  quarter,  and 
those  who  oppose  mechanical  restraint  will  not  con- 

jf  _ _ _ 


The  Chicago  Tribune  of  yesteiday  quoted 

the  St.  Louis  Republic  at  length  in  the  course 
of  a  column  attack  upon  the  administration  of 
the  Republican  party  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 
It  is  not  at  all  strange  that  the  Tribune  is  com 
polled  to  go  to  Missouri  Democratic  papers  to 
secure  ammunition  for  its  use  against  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  The  Tribune,  ambushed  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  republicanism,  using  the 
tirades  of  a  St.  Louis  Democratic  newspaper 
for  the  purpose  of  firing  upon  the  Republican 
Governor  of  Illinois  and  the  regularly  elected 
party  organization,  is  not  likely  to  win  support 
for  the  combine  from  loyal  Republicans. - 
Quincy  Whig. 
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tend  that  the  proportion  of  attendants  is  too  large, 
nor  can  they  well  contend  that  the  wages  are  too 
high. 

Now  let  us  compare  our  institutions  with  the  boasted  * 
non-political  institutions  of  Indiana.  No  one  who  has 
visited  our  institutions  will  deny  that  the  inmates  have 
an  abundance  of  well  cooked  and  wholesome  food. 

I  have  the  Indiana  bulletin  for  the  year  ending  Oc-  ♦ 
tober  31,  1901,  and  with  it  will  compare  averages  with 
Illinois  institutions  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1901. 

The  designations  of  the  insane  hospitals  are  the 
same  in  each  case.  Daily  cost  of  subsistence  based  on 
average  number  of  inmates  and  employes: 

Cent.  North.  East.  South. 


Illinois . 117  .117  .117  .125 

Indiana . . 142  .120  .122  .123 

Feeble  Soldiers' 
Western.  Minded.  Home. 

Illinois . 098  .123  .110 

Indiana.. . . . .  .085  .136 


Total  average  gross  maintenance  for  Indiana,  174.33; 
for  Illinois,  159.58  The  latter  includes  three  small  in¬ 
stitutions  which  are  not  established  in  Indiana,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  46  to  140  patients,  where  the 
per  capita  is  necessarily  high. 

The  following  table  of  the  per  capita  cost  in  Illinois 
institutions  for  the  last  quarter,  when  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
visions  was  high,  makes  quite  as  favorable  showing: 

Central,  .119;  Northern,  .124;  Eastern,  .108;  South¬ 
ern,  .123;  Western,  .138;  Feeble  Minded,  .093; 
Soldiers’  home,  .126. 

Referring  to  the  item  of  clothing  at  Kankakee  I  will 
say  that  the  representative  of  the  Tribune  had  access 
to  the  vouchers  in  this  office,  but  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  inform  himself.  Most  of  the  clothing  is 
purchased  in  Chicago;  when  bought  in  Kankakee 
wholesale  prices  are  obtained. 

Appropriations  to  maintain  the  14  State  charitable 
institutions  were  made,  based  upon  the  average  cost 
in  the  past,  and  the  economical  management  under 
Governor  Yates  is  shown  in  the  surplus  shown  in  each 
institution  except  one.  This  surplus  amounts  to 
$116,422.37.  The  sole  exception  is  the  Soldiers’  * 
Widows’  home,  with  an  average  of  only  46  inmates, 
and  the  deficit  there  was  reduced  the  last  quarter 
from  $334.07  to  $198.24. 

The  Incurable  Insane  hospital  has  been  pursued  ' 
with  misfortune.  The  present  plans  were  evolved  in 
the  mind  and  were  the  dream  of  Fred  H.  Wines,  Mr. 
Peters  and  my  predecessor.  It  was  his  idea  to  build 
elaborate  administration  buildings,  without  wards  in 

In  the  absence  of  better  evidence  than  has 
yet  been  presented  by  a  dissatisfied  sang  of 
fault-finders  in  Chicago  and  a  discredited  and 
venal  press,  the  people  of  Illinois,  who  are 
proud  of  the  noble  institutions,  already  have 
decided  these  questions  for  themselves  and 
will  announce  their  verdict  in  the  primaries 
and  conventions  soon  to  be  held.— Oarbondale 
Herald. 
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the  beginning  for  patients,  knowing  that  the  latter 
must  be  provided.  Contractor  Gleason’s  failure  de¬ 
layed  the  opening  two  years.  No  money  has  been 
A  wasted,  however,  or  uselessly  expended  since  the  re¬ 
organization  of  the  board  after  Governor  Tanner  re¬ 
moved  his  first  trustee. 

Three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars,  not  one  million 
as  stated,  has  been  expended  in  construction  and  it 
**  is  represented  by  16  or  more  magnificent  buildings, 
costing  from  $10,000  to  $103,000.  The  most  expen¬ 
sive  one,  commonly  called  the  employes’  building, 
will  be  used  at  the  opening  exclusively  for  the  care 
of  patients. 

The  State  Board  of  Charities  recommended  to  the 
last  General  Assembly  that  appropriation  be  made  to 
build  ten  cottages  to  accommodate  75  patients  each. 
Had  this  been  done  there  would  now  be  buildings 
nearing  completion  sufficient  to  accommodate  1,400 
patients  instead  of  650.  The  Legislature,  not  Gov¬ 
ernor  Yates,  as  the  Tribune  would  have  the  people 
believe,  is  responsible  for  the  lack  of  room  for  more 
inmates. 

J.  Maok  Tanner. 
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EDITORIAL  COMMENTS 


Always  Unfair. 

An  admirable  illustration  of  the  prejudiced  partian- 
ship  and  studied  unfairness  of  the  Chicago  trust  press 
is  found  in  its  treatment  of  the  reply  made  by  Chair¬ 
man  Fred  Rowe  of  the  Republican  State  committee 
to  the  false  charges  against  him  which  those  news¬ 
papers  have  been  parading  conspiciously.  After 
their  first  publication  of  these  accusations,  the  trust 
papers  complacently  assumed  them  to  be  true  and 
directed  attention  to  them  every  day,  both  editorially 
and  in  their  news  columns.  But  when  Mr.  Rowe 
gave  out  a  statement  disproving  them,  they  refused 
to  print  it,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  it.  It  was 
too  important  to  be  suppressed  entirely,  and  conse¬ 
quently  they  felt  obliged  to  make  a  pretence  of  print¬ 
ing  the  purport  of  the  statement.  Bnt  in  doing  this 
they  emasculated  it  in  the  most  maliciously  unfair 
way  and  twisted  the  meaning  of  such  few  extracts  as 
were  allowed  to  appear.  When  it  was  necessary  to 
print  any  statement  that  was  damaging  to  the  anti¬ 
administration  conspirators,  the  trust  papers  made  it 
a  point  to  interlard  assertions  or  insinuations  to  offset 
them,  and  took  particular  pains  to  see  that  Mr. 
Rowe’s  statement  should  not  reach  their  readers  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was  written  and  that  none  of 
its  paragraphs  were  quoted  in  thir  entirety. 

Then,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  replies  to 
his  statement  were  sought  from  those  most  directly 
affected,  and  these  were  printed  conspiciously  to  off¬ 
set  the  effect  of  such  small  portions  of  Mr.  Rowe’s 
statement  as  followed.  The  whole  proceeding  fur¬ 
nished  a  convincing  demonstration  of  the  malacious 
and  intentional  unfairness  of  the  Chicago  trust  papers 
and  of  their  determination  to  misrepresent  the  State 
administration  at  every  opportunity.  When  they  are 
unable  to  control  a  Governor  for  their  own  selfish 
purposes,  they  will  not  permit  the  truth  concerning 
him  or  his  administration  to  appear  in  their  columns, 
but  they  throw  them  wide  open  to  every  misrepresen¬ 
tation  that  is  offered  them  or  which  their  ingenious 
writers  can  manufacture.  And  they  never  fail  to  give 
the  latter  all  the  prominence  possible. — Springfield 
Journal . 


The  Battery  Unmasked. 

Plying  its  guns  behind  a  masked  battery  is  The 
Chicago  Tribune,  that  newspaper  of  erratic  political 
history,  which  sought  the  impeachment  of  the  famous 
war  governor,  Richard  Yates,  and  now  seeks  to  im¬ 
peach  his  son  before  the  bar  of  opinion  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  in  Illinois.  Under  the  guise  of  being  a 
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Republican  paper  it  continues  its  work  of  treachery 
and  disloyalty.  For  a  score  of  years  it  has  embar¬ 
rassed  the  Republican  party  in  its  campaigns  and 
attempted  to  mar  and  destroy  the  fruits  of  its  victo- 
ries.  It  has  assailed  governor  after  governor,  reserv¬ 
ing  its  commendation  and  indorsement  only  for  its 
tools  and  attempting  to  apply  the  brand  of  slander 
and  defamation  to  those  who  do  not  do  its  bidding. 

^  Unable  to  control  the  party  or  dictate  its  actions,  and 
seeing  what  prestige  it  once  enjoyed  dwindling,  it 
has  trained  its  guns  upon  the  party  organization, 
hoping  to  wreck  it  and  vindicate  its  own  unfaithful¬ 
ness. 

Down  in  the  pit  behind  the  guns  the  opposition  to 
the  Republican  party  is  serving  the  ammunition. 
Unable  to  find  a  flaw  in  the  record  of  the  administra¬ 
tion  against  which  it  might  direct  legitimate  warfare 
some  of  the  Democratic  newspapers  are  aiding  the  rene¬ 
gade  batteries.  Finding  it  impossible  to  otherwise 
injure  the  splendid  battle  line  of  the  Republicans  they 
have  turned  Hessians. 

Not  only  The  Herald-Transcript  of  Peoria,  but  a 
few  others  are  pretending  to  turn  their  coats  in  order 
to  assist  the  combine  and  its  allies  in  the  fight  against 
the  party  administration.  Most  remarkable  and  sig¬ 
nificant  of  all  was  the  use  of  material  furnished  by 
The  St.  Louis  Republic  in  an  article  in  yesterday’s 
Tribune  against  the  administration.  The  opposition 
is  in  desperate  straits  indeed  when  it  must  go  to  a 
Missouri  Democratic  newspaper  for  support  in  its  at¬ 
tack  against  the  Republican  governor  and  the  regu¬ 
larly  elected  Republican  organization  of  Illinois. 
—  Quincy  Whig. 


An  Unreliable  Press. 

A  fair  sample  of  what  the  Republican  reader  gets 
from  partisan  sources  in  regard  to  the  factional 
troubles  in  his  party  is  well  shown  when  the  Chicago 
Tribune  devotes  a  column  tirade  against  Governor 
Yates  for  the  alleged  discharge  of  Dr.  Hall  of  the 
blind  asylum  at  Jacksonville  The  Record -Herald, 
*  which  has  shown  no  evidence  of  love  for  the  State  ad¬ 
ministration,  says  there  is  no  political  significance 
attached  to  Dr.  Hall’s  resignation,  and  that  gentle¬ 
st  man  himself  is  reported  in  a  dispatch  as  saying  that 
his  poor  health  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties  com¬ 
pel  him  to  resign.  Governor  Yates  is  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  that  he  regrets  Dr.  Hall’s  action,  and  that  che 
trustees  would  like  to  have  the  doctor  remain  in  the 
institution  indefinitely. 

Without  knowing  the  facts  and  judging  from  the 
evidence  we  should  say  that  the  Tribune  was  up  to  its 
old  tricks  of  lying  about  the  people  it  opposes  in 
politics.  At  least  we  have  never  known  the  Tribune 
to  be  fair  when  it  thought  it  could  score  a  hit  by 
stretching  the  truth. — Kankakee  Gazette. 
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